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MEMORANDUM 

To; Gary Schoener RE: Death of Dorothy Killgallen 

Pron: Richard BdeLnan 
Date: June 14, 1969 

Dorothy Ki^alle n died early Mondey mormng, Nov. 8, 1965. She had appeared as a panelist 
on 'What's Luie?" on Sunday evening, Nov. 7. She then returned hone and wrxate her regular 
(Mlunin, "The Voice of Broadway," and sent it by messenger to the editorieil offices of the N.Y. 
Jouranl^ American . She was found dead when her hairdresser arrived at 12:45 to keep an ^poi^j^ 

The above infrcmation is frcm the NY Times of Moveanber 9, 1965 (page 43, col.l). The 
details are cc^iimed by the same day's issue of the NY ^ald-Tribune. The only 
mfo provided by the latter is that the cause of death was first thou^t to be a heart attack. 
The Times ,5owever, reports that "an autopsy, which was ccnpleted last night, failed to reveal 
a cai^e of death. The Medical Ejcaminer's office said there would be further chemical and micro 
scopic analyses perfcnned to determine the exact cause of death." 

The Tim^ mentions that two other persons lived with Miss Kilgallen at her house at 45 E. 
68th St. in_NY: her husbaivd, Richard Tcnpkins Kilimar (former actor and producer), and her 
y cungest child , Kerry Alden , age 12 . Both were said to have been asleep in other rooms cn the 
ni^t of her death, (^sumably. Miss Kilgallen and her husband slept in different roans on 
Sunday nights since "it was her custan" to write her column after returning from her TV show* 
this ^bably resulted in her getting to bed at a very late hour. Whether they always slept’ 

^ different roans cannot be determined from the evidence available.) 

In re-c^?p^ her career, the Times chituary states that "in Au^t of 1364, officials of 
me Warren Ckann^s^ expressed distress that a Kilgallen column had ccntained testinony 
^ore the ecnmissicn by Jack L. Ruby, the cxxrvicted murderer of President Kennecfy's assassin, 
lee Hawey Oswald. (Interesting sicteli^t — ^the Times still continues to refer to LHO as the 
^sassm, despite the upro^ over this reference made to Oswald in the irrarning headlines of 
November 25, 1963.) The Ernes then adds a mysterious note: "Miss Kilgallen wrote that she 

had obtained the testimonylrSn 'sources close to the Warren (kaimission in Washington. '" 

«• reference to Miss K came on page 47, column 2 of the Times of Nov. 12— a Friday. 

Miss K s funeral 1^ been held on the previous day, and a one-hour Ichg solemn high requiem masi 
was held at St. Vincent Ferrer Reman Catholibc Church (Lexington Ave. and 68th St.). The funeral 
OTangeBents had been taken care of by the Abbey Ihneral Hone, across the street ftom the churci 
Die rites drew thousaMs, including many celebrities from the entertainment world. Yet the 
c^e of death lad still not been determined. As the Times reportedV "I'liss Kileallen. who was 
52 ye^ old, was found dead in bed at her town house aETT E. 68 Street on Monday. Toxologica] 
md other tests are still being made to determine the cause of deatlr. They will not be caimlet# 
for sev^al d^s, according to a spokesman for the City Medical Examiner." (The report goes cn 
to add that Miss K was buried in Gate of Heaven Conetery, Mt. Pleasant, N.Y.) 

Finally, cn Tuesday, Nov. 16— more than a 'veek after her death— the Tines (page 49, col.l) 
reported that a_ cause of death had finally been determined: 

"Dorothy Kilgallen, the newspaper columnist and television personality, died last week 
fTOT the reaction of a cembination of alcoftol and barbiturates, the Medical Examine 's office 

assistant examiner, added that the circumstances under 

Miss KilgaUen had died w^ 'undetermined.' Police said there was no indication of 
^ol^ce or suicade." "The official medical report of the office, which examines all uitusual 
^ths in the city, said she died last Mcndcy of 'acute elhanol and barbiturate intoxicaticn. ' 
Eth^l IS a mddioal term for alccbol." "Dr. Luke noted that the quantities of alcohol and, 
bartit^tis in ^ bloodstream had not been excessive, but he added that the ccmbinatioii^used 
a fatal, depression cn the central nervous system, which in turn caused her heart to stop.' 
mss KiJgallm, wbo was 52 years o3d, was found dead in her five-stnry town house at 4 [sic, 
it sheuW be 45, not 4. RE] East 68th Street. Her death had been tentatively ascribed to 
natiaal causes. "Dr. Luke eiqhasized in a telephone interview that the overdose could well 
Iwe be^ accidental. '"It could have sinply been an extra pill,' he said. 'We really don't 
know. All we know^ that depressants such as alcohol and barbiturates one on top of another 
are dangerous. 'Dr. Luke added that a person succumbing to such a cembination would die 
peacefully." 

(Dhe Nov. 19 issue of the Times reports that Councilman-at-Large Paul O'Dwyer (who was later 
o run or the Senate in 1968 as a supporter of Eugene McCarthy) introduced a bill to the 
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city to prtdbit the disclosure of the m edical examiner's findings in any death to all 

persCTis except "law enforcement agencies, relatives of a dead persoi, insurance ccnpa^es, 
OTiaes in litigation, and others having a 'direct legal interest in the revelation oi such 
matters , ' " The bill was introddced as a result of public speculation over Ihe cause of Miss 
K's death. (Times, p.29, col. 5, 11/19/65) 



Caments: WeU, that’s about it. As Dr. Luke said, it could easily have be^ an a^ident. 

However, 'tiiere are a few questions vdiich I think should be cleared up. The mam 
one is vAiether barbiturates and/or alcohol would still be detects le bloocfetream of 

a deceased person sene seven days after death. I have written to a girl I knew vbo is a 
pharmacology student, and I hope to hear from her shortly on this matter. It w^ ^ 
to me that the body would have begun to decompose, md liTat (especially after the performance 
of ihe original autopsy) it would be extremity difficult to find traces of alcohol or bar 
biturates. But I really don't know. 



A few olher questions oome to mind, allhou^ I'm af^d the answers are un^certain^le: 
Did Miss K have a prescription for barbiturates of any kind? Did sl« go directly tone after 
"What's I-iine?" (If not, maybe she went someplace vdiere she had some drmte.) Hw late 
did she usually finish her column? Did she usuitally have trouble f all i n g asleep? If so, 
did she ^usually tise alcoAhl and/or barbiturates to help her sleep? 



Ccninents by GRS contained in my memo to Rich of 6/18/69 



